POTLID CHATTER
At the last QHB&CC annual show potlids were well represented. One first seen exhibit featured 15 lids from Queensland businesses or from firms that were based here. In researching the category, it was clear that initially Queenslanders were more concerned with the protection of, or attention to, the exterior of the body. That is not to say they did not clean their teeth ….. that is if we go by the amount of lids covering that need.
Another point that showed up is that Robert Keil in his ground-breaking work Collecting Australian Potlids (1981) makes reference to some 18 lids from 10 issuers in this State, though only 9 of the latter had been seen by Keil.
Almost a quarter of a century later, after much digging and moving of tonnes of mostly unproductive mother earth, one now can try to put together a total of 30 lids and 10 named bases of various sizes and colours of print from some 22 issuers if one is keen to seemingly attempt the impossible. However, I for one believe there is no quest impossible if it is realistic, and the devotee of Queensland lids and bases is truly committed.

I recently discovered that a lid in my collection is of a different size to that in Keil, viz. for the firm of Thomas Ingham (No. 68). Keil illustrates one that is 7.3cm to 7.5cm, but I now confirm that a second type is but 6.7cm, though each size shares the same sized transfer.
Illustrated below, in addition to the above discovery, is an example of what Keil is alluding to when he states, “Another very similar variety known – without the branches shown, just Rockhampton.”
  No. 1 (new type)
No. 2 - Keil 68a
        No. 3 - Keil 68
Should any reader have a lid similar to No.2 above, I would appreciate details thereof, or alternatively confirmation of its existence.
Hamish MacDonald-Gill claims that a fourth variety from this issuer exists. It was he who drew my attention, albeit unknowingly, to the large border variety as in Keil. He claims he has seen or has dug an Ingham lid or part of one with the Toogood patent, i.e. with a recess or groove on either side of the lid so it can be tied with string to the base.

Now diggers have been known to tell a good story, some truthful, and yes, they toil long in the midday sun, that is if they are not likely to be disturbed. I wonder if our friend hadn’t been in the sun too long and was hallucinating? Anyway, I will wait until I see more “porcelain” evidence before I add it as a new variety. So keep digging Hamish. Just a shard with the recess will do, but as to the full lid, I will keep a space on my tray just in case.
However, the term “Barcoo Rot” as advertised on Tom Ingham’s lids intrigued me. Was it an extension of “Uncle Tom’s” sense of humour? Perhaps the following excerpt from J. Grant Patterson’s “Battler” Tales of Early Rockhampton (1939) (p.147) will explain my suspicions.
“Two great meeting-places in town at night-time were Rutherford’s Bazaar and Tom Ingham’s chemist shop. The same coterie mustered night after night at Rutherford’s. They would drag their chairs on to the street, and if there was no scandal afloat they would soon manufacture some. The bazaar at that time was on the lower side of Fitzroy Street. A favourite joke was to drive a fast trotting horse down East Street in a sulky and go straight for the crowd. There would be a scattering of men and chairs, mingled with a volley of Scotch oaths.”

Aldermen and leading citizens also met at Ingham’s shop and. Tom became known as the Mayor maker. Patterson goes on, “I had the run of the shop, and one night walked amongst the crowd with a box of fancy lollies I had taken from the stock. Some of the visitors ate them on the spot, others put them in their pockets to take home to their wives. I did not wait. The lollies had rubber kernels.”

Turning to my trusty reference library I soon found the real reason for the name, and the malady is certainly no joke. From Sir Raphael Cilento’s Tropical Diseases in Australia, p.344, I discovered the condition had been around for over 100 years and was known to Aussies in 1914-18 in Gallipoli, Eygpt, Palestine and Iraq. He goes on over a few pages to describe the causes, symptoms, etc. in full, but I was more interested in the local name of this affliction of the skin, and when it was first used. To this end, I turned to Edward E. Morris’ Austral English (1898),  p.19/20 …..
“Barcoo Rot, a disease affecting inhabitants of various parts of the interior of Australia, but chiefly bushmen. It consists of persistent ulceration of the skin, chiefly on the back of the hands, and often originating in abrasions. It is attributed to monotony of diet and to the cloudless climate, with its alternations of extreme cold at night and burning heat by day. It is said to be maintained and aggravated by the irritation of small flies.” It is also called Veld Sore, Septic Sore; Desert Sore; Belyando Sore.”
The name “Barcoo” is derived from the district traversed by the Barcoo River (or Cooper Creek) in which this complaint is common. Reverting to Tropical Diseases in Australia, I quote, “The diet in the arid inland areas of Australia is very deficient in fruits and greens. There is an excess of protein and this is often taken merely as muscle cuts, the organic meats being thrown out as offal. There is marked dehydration owing to excessive sweating. Though this sweat is often insensible because of its immediate evaporation, it may be very considerable in amount, and is assisted by the drinking of large quantities of water or beer. It is curious to note that salt beef or corned beef is a much favoured dish among many old residents who have unconsciously recognised the need to make up the mineral loss suffered by sweating. Tingling and cramps in the hands are not uncommonly associated with Barcoo rot. (The word “Barcoo” originated from one of the early areas settled in the outlying plains and came later to be applied to any outpost cattle station area.) Barcoo “spew” (not “sprue”), “Darwin Spew” or simply “Barcoo” are terms applied to diarrhoea with nausea, vomiting and mild cramps in these arid and dusty and tropical areas. “Barcoo” and “Barcoo rot” often occur together or consecutively in newcomers.”
The workers in these arid areas needed plenty of salt and also fruit and greens when available to combat the ailment.
In 1897 Thomas Ingham retired, selling out to his assistant, E.N. Symons who, as a condition of sale, acquired the rights to use the term CARBOLIZED EUCALYPTUS OINTMENT. According to the wording on the lid, this preparation was the “best healing and drawing salve for Barcoo Rot, ulcerated sores, burns, scalds, etc.” This would explain why two firms from the same town used similar text on their lids. For further reading, see pages 73/4 and 80 in Keil.

Ipswich at one time was proposed as the capital of Queensland and for a while did have a larger population than Brisbane. But that changed. For years potlid collectors have believed, or more likely hoped, there would be a porcelain potlid from Ipswich. The nearest thing I am aware of is a porcelain base from Hudson, Chemist, of Ipswich. However, J.C. Minnis, Chemist of this city, producd a Barcoo Skin Ointment which was “a soothing and healing preparation for all eruptions and irritations of the skin.” A sample of a tin I own (7cm in diameter) bears a paper label to this effect, whilst on the rear it claims the contents to be a prompt and efficient remedy, etc. and gives directions for the application thereof. 

Does anyone know of any other preparations or containers issued by this chemist?  So now you and I both know the background story of Barcoo Rot. But I’d rather collect examples of the lids than the ulcer that it describes.

George D. Dean     
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BARCOO SKIN





O I N T M E N T





A Soothing and Healing


Preparation for all Eruptions and


Irritations of the Skin


Contains 2½ grs. Resorcin per oz.


_____________





J.C. MINNIS


CHEMIST


IPSWICH, Q’ld.





A prompt


and efficient remedy


for Eczema, Erysipelas, Burns


Scalds, Chafing, Ringworn, Itch-


ing and Inflamed Piles, Pruritus


Ani or Valvae, and all Eruptions or


Abrasions of the Skin.





DIRECTIONS:


Apply night and morning, spread


thinly on cloths, or by inunction


with the finger without


friction.























